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Course Aims

This is a core course for the TEE programme. The aims of the course are as follows:

1. That students understand issues of biblical interpretation so that ministry of the
word (whether in sermons, Bible studies, children’s or youth ministry, etc) will be
faithful to the text

2. To equip students with guidelines of biblical exegesis of the various biblical genre

3. To encourage and enthuse students in teaching and preaching the Bible

Weekend 1: April 12—14 — New Testament Methods

Rev. Dr. Tan Jin Huat

Email: jspdtan2015@gmail.com
DATE TIME TOPIC

Friday April 12 2000-2230 Understanding the Interpretative Task

Saturday April 13 | 0900-1045 Grammatical Considerations in Interpretation
1115-1300 A Short History of Bible Interpretation
1400-1545 Interpreting the Gospels
1615-1800 Interpreting the Epistles

Sunday April 14 | 1400-1545 Interpreting Acts
1615-1800 Interpreting Apocalyptic Literature

Weekend 2: April 26-28 — Old Testament Methods

Rev. Aaron Decker

Email: RevADecker@gmail.com (Preferred method of contact)
WhatsApp:  010-929 1678 — Course-related messages only please
Website: www.RevAaronD.com

Preparation for Class

Please familiarize yourself with each of the Bible passages listed below. We will be
looking at them in detail in class. Please also visit the instructor’s website under “Courses”
to find readings and resources for this course (Available Tuesday, 12-Mar at the latest). Be
sure to bring copies of the items under “resources” to class, either in hardcopy or
electronically.

It is also highly recommended that you explore, if possible, the short books by Mary F
Foskett (Interpreting the Bible) and Robert Alter (The Art of Biblical Narrative) listed in
the Bibliography below. You do not need to read them for class, but they will be helpful to
your understanding of this course’s work, and for your continuing practice of ministry.
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Fri. Eve, 26-Apr 20:00-22:30 The Church’s Text
Communication and the Interpretive Spectrum
History of Interpretation Song of Songs 1:2—+4
The Fundamentalist-Modernist Controversy

Sat. Morn. 27-Apr 09:00-13:00 Behind the Text
Which Bible? Transmission and Translation 1 Samuel 10:27-11:1

Form, Genre, and Why it Matters Psalms 121-124, 133-134
Oral Composing, Writing, and Editing Exodus 15:1-21
Sat. Eve, 27-Apr 14:00-18:00 Within the Text
Literary and Canonical Context Leviticus 19
Excursus: One Bible, Two Testaments
Historical and Social Context Exodus 12:1-13
History and Theology 2 Samuel 6

Sun. Eve, 28-Apr 14:00-18:00 In Front of the Text
Subculture—Gender, Race and Ethnicity Numbers 27:1-11
Socio-cultural—Liberation, Postcolonial Ruth
Theological—Doctrine, Tradition Exodus 20:1-21
Prayer—Calling on the Holy Spirit

Assessment

Students are to write two exegetical essays of 2500 words each. The word limit is +/-
10%, including footnotes. One essay is to be on a New Testament passage and one on an
Old Testament passage from the list below. The due date is September 26 by hardcopy
direct to CTEE office and soft copy to the respective lecturers. Please have the two essays
separately stapled.

Old Testament:

Students may choose any passage from the Old Testament they wish. The passage
should be of substance, keeping in mind matters of context. A single verse is not an
appropriate choice (even from Proverbs!). The student could choose a whole narrative
episode, a poem or song, a series of related laws or sayings, etc. The student could also
place two related passages in dialogue with each other. Students are expected to use at
least three of the interpretive tools discussed in class, and should use appropriate research
materials.

Part of the goal of a seminary education is to help the student learn to communicate
more effectively, both in spoken and in written formats. Do not be afraid to invite other
students—or even the instructor—to read your work before the due date to help you
improve your writing. Please send your final paper to the instructor at
RevADecker@gmail.com.

New Testament:

Choose one of the following passages: (Please send to jspdtan2015@gmail.com)
1. Mark 3:20-35
il. 1 Cor 14:20-40
1il. Rev 7
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